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This article is written to pay tribute to a longedooked hero of the American Civil War. Most lie
motionless in unmarked graves, if even buried at all. @riigndful of their names like “Traveller”
and “Little Sorrel” were ever recorded for posterity ane only remembered, due to the fact they be-
longed to great generals.

It was the horse and mule that gave
the army mobility, turning the tide of
massive battles. More of them would
die than did men during that great strug-
gle.

The Robertson County Historical So-
ciety is pleased to announce the arrival
of a special exhibit on loan from the
Tennessee State Museum and the Ten-
nessee Civil War National Heritage Area
on July 29th. It is titledHoof beats in
the Heartland: Civil War Cavalry in
Tennesseand covers topics in eight ar-
eas.

(1)The Introduction of Mounted
Warfare in 1861-This section lays the
ground work for understanding the mounted soldier, the dpxegnt of Union and Confederate cav-
alry commands, and the evolution of cavalry tacticghe Civil War.

(2)The Leaders—Cavalry attracted colorful leaders and their persaaealéffected the develop-
ment of mounted warfare in Tennessee. This sectiondaslphotographs, and short biographies of
the main commanders and several lesser known lealhetaded in this section is Nathan Bedford
Forrest, Joseph Wheeler, John Hunt Morgan, SamuelrCaoten Wilder, and James Wilson.

(3)The Troopers—Commanders are limited by the abilities, talents, deidicaand stamina of the
men which they command. This section discusses piealyCivil War cavalry trooper from both the
Union and Confederate armies and explores the uniforespens, and equipage utilized by both
sides.

(4) The Cavalry Horse—The distinctive role of cavalry relied on the mobilisovided by the use of
thousands of horses. These unsung heroes sufferegdmfood, poor water, overwork, abuse as
well as disease and the dangers of the battlefieldrlyNex@e million horses and mules died in the
course of the Civil War. Primarily relying on photograprsphics, and quotes from original sources,
this section describes the attributes of these anitm@gifficulty in acquiring adequate horses, and the



saddles and horse equipage utilized by both the Union amigo
erate cavalry.
(5)Spies, Scouts, Partisans, and guerillas#egular warfare

occurred throughout Tennessee. Both sides used moungsd spi

and scouts to gain intelligence about the oppositionaddsncing

armies occupied more territory, local resistancenaiv@k the form

of partisan or guerilla warfare. These small banoisiesimes

called bushwhackers, normally operating on horseback,dsatas

occupation forces, terrorized civilians with differgaiitical lean-

ings and on some occasions worded in conjunction withaegul

army forces. Guerilla warfare affected nearly eveynty of the

state. This segment of the exhibition focuses onvthiswithin a

war which swamped Tennessee in violence throughout thedperio

Included in this area are photographs and artifacts assedavith

Tennessee’s irregular warfare experience. Pers@satitscussed

include: Sam Davis, Champ Ferguson, Dan Ellis, and Edipét.

(6)Occupation and the HomefrontMounted warfare affected

every county of Tennessee resulting in the homefracdrbeng the

frontlines. Union and Confederate forces alike occupiedsawith

hostile populations as both sides attempted to prottattranspor-

tation routes by rall, river and road. Utilizing quoted ahoto-

graphs, this section will provide the visitor with a gliramd the
war on the homefront through the eyes of the men amdem who ex-
perienced it. Likewise, the role of occupation forespecially African-
American troops, will be discussed in this section.

(7)The BattlesHighlighted in this area are some of the most signifi-
cant actions occurring in Tennessee. Raids of battkbss section in-
clude: Hoover’s Gap, Fort Pillow, Johnsonville, Cart&&d, the Ten-
nessee Campaign of 1864, Hartsville, Greeneville, Knoxllecka-
mauga, and Wheeler’'s Sequatchie Valley Raid. Photograpps, amd
text explain the importance of each battle, skirnaishaid.

(8)The LegacyMost cavalry soldiers returned home after the war and
attempted to readapt to civilian life. Some, like Colalwin Wilder,
became successful entrepreneurs while Nathan BedfordsEoomginues
to be a controversial figure. This section take a lioie at the veterans
and how mounted warfare in Tennessee altered warfare.

* The Robertson County History Museum will also featuweown
companion exhibit highlighting the fall raid through Robent€ounty in
1862, lead by Colonel's Gano, Hutcheson and Woodward. Wiebe
Civil War artifacts displayed never before seen inb&tson County.
Make plans to attend!
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