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No matter where we may travel around the globegtiseonly one place which connects that mysticatlbon
between us and the base elements of our heritage. diately upon arrival we are transported back to our
childhood. Pleasant memories of simpler times wasimd out of our consciousness. A cinema of family i
ages are projected internally. We call this placetibene place.”

For the Woodard's and their extended
family, Woodard Hall is the “home place.’

Woodard Hall is considered to be one§
the oldest houses in Robertson County.
Thomas Woodard purchased 180 acres ¢
Beaver Dam Creek in 1792, for the sum ¢
75 pounds. He constructed a one and o
half story frame house and moved in with
his wife, Elizabeth Pitt Woodard, and thei
first born son. They were later blessed w.
six additional children bringing the total tc:
seven. The house provided constant she = ..
for Thomas and Elizabeth until their deatt
only months apart, in 1836.

Wiley, their youngest son, married Elizabeth iyan 1828 and they also set up housekeeping in Woodard
Hall. Elizabeth’s family were some of the earlissttlers in the region, her great-grandfather beirigri@éd
John Donelson.

The young couple seemed to be focused on two thinggmgraabies and money. The next 25 years
brought forth eleven children, a large amount of agucaltacreage, town property and one of the largest
whiskey distilleries in the county. Wiley served in trennessee General Assembly from 1848-1853.

With the family literally bursting at the seardgiley decided to enlarge the house, adding the dining hall,

bedrooms and a basement in 1854. Before his death in 18°&§, Wk a director of the Springfield National
Bank. Elizabeth stayed on at Woodard Hall for anothezrsgears and died in 1891.



Wiley willed the house to his unmarried son Georgelater
after his death it went to George’s nephew Ed in 1906.

Ed was the son of George’s sister Josephine andnJ8tokes
Brown, who was also in the whiskey business in Sprhdfi Ed
and wife Georgia Eckles Brown, remolded the house in 1930,
keeping the original architecture intact and adding a fiayaeden
outdoors. The view we see from Owens Chapel Road isday
actually the rear of the original house which frontexldld road-
bed to the north.

The house, then, went to Josephine Brown Cervanteis a
1975 was placed on the National Register of Historicelac

Joe and Kay Gaston are the current owners ofdfoloHall.
Kay is the cousin of Josephine Brown Cervantes and grew up
the Nashville area. In her youth, Kay recalls Josephimgd
spend the winter months in the warmer climates of bexXbut
usually sometime during the Christmas Season, when weathe
permitted, Kay’s family would make a pilgrimage from Nadlvil
to visit the old house.

Woodard Hall is still a place where Joe and Kast Inome-
made Christmas family gatherings, restoring memoriasren
turning to a simpler way of life. One Christmas Enaglition
they keep is decorating a tree outside for the birds, audthber-
ries, popcorn, seeds and bread. Even the birds haveca@nastmas at the Woodard “home place.”

Special note:If you would like to experience Woodard Hall, it is onghwd historic sites included in this years
“Holiday Tour of Homes”. [ S S
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MEETING DATES 2012

JANUARY 30TH—7P.M.
MARCH 5TH—NOON
In case of inclement weather, the Robertson
County History Museum & Historical Society will
follow the policy of the Robertson County School System.

Robertson County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1022
Springfield, TN 37172




